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Whm the Civil War began, Tames Orlando
Broom was 27, A mason by rade he lived orith
hiz parents in the Toom of Butternuats. In
October, 1261, with seven other members of
the Gilbertaville Brass Band he enlisted for
three wears in the Slst Hew York Infanirr
regimental band. In a series of nine letters to
his future wife, Mary A Hakes back in
Buttermnats, Tames provided alight, enthusiastic
description of military life starting with the
joney from Gilbertaville to the branch depot
a Hinereh when the wragon broke down and
the horses ran away, spilling ot the cargo of
rectuits and their insmments.

The band joined up with the regitment in Hear
York City where they dined at the Palace
Carden Hotel on bread, cheese apple saice
and coffee and Tamies bragged, "It is not every
body that can board at the Palace &' The
regimment then joined other units af camp near
Arnapoliz Maryland, where an expeditionarys
force under General Ambrose Burnside wras
being formed to invade N orth Carolina

Letters from Maryland describe the wronders
of a large military camp, exploring Annapolis
and climbing the state hoise steeple for a vienr
of Chesapeake Bay, WA splendid body of
water," seeing ah observation balloon "like a
Tery large star” at sunset, and reporting the
rongh justice dealt ot to soldiers otho did not
behave themselres.

On Tamary lat 1262, the regiment boarded
fransport shipe &t Annapolis for Horth
Caroling bt due to stormmy weather, they "did
not step foot on the ground bat onece in five

weeks" on the rip south, a jouney that took
just a fewr davs in fair wreather.

After landing on Eebel-held Eoanoke Island,
the troope relief & being on solid groand,
well a8 a 3-10-1 advantage over the Eebels and
suppott ber fiveponrer from the feet, practically
guatrantesd Burmside's success.

In mid-March, Union control was exterded to
Hewr Bern, where the 51at foaght again, They
"tret the rebels abont fonr miles from the city"
took confrol of Hew BEett and threatened the
yital Welden Eailroad.

After battles at Eoanoke [sland and Hewr Eetn
Tames and his comrades setfled into camp life.
Letters tell of parades and good fimes picking
berries and roaming the Horth Carolina
counttyside or rail on handcars.

In Hew Bern, Tames was sttuck with dysentery,
and was left behind in hospital when his
regiment was ransferred back to Wirginia He
recovered and was able to rejoin his repiment
in time to be discharged with his mates Aupgust
17th, 1262, when regimental bands wrere
abolished bor act of congress a3 a homry the
hard pressed Union Army coald no longer
afford.

After discharge Tames retuned to Butternts
where he married Many A Hakes bought a
fam and started a family., Unfortanately,
"Disease confracted in the service fastened
itzelf on him and he wras forced to submit to
the inevitable passing over to the zreat
bevond, dying May 8th, 187577



